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EDITORTAL

Congratulations to Esther and Stephen Morris for submitting
drawings which you will see, in due course, on the covers of 'Qut of
Heach', and for being the only entrants for our recent competition. We
are sad that more of our children didn't find the necessary time and
inclination.

Those of you who were unable to attend Mr. Len Warren's lecture on
Jarmuary 1llth may like to know that next month there will be a summary
published in the magazine.

: J.J.
oo0c000C0000000000
Mr. Roland L. Folkes and lliss Glynnis Y. Whayman were married at
Waterbeach Church cn 14th January and the reception was held at Reach

Village Centre. The happy couple are making their home at 88 High Strest,
Stetchworth., We wish them well. . :

Eat  n L o s

PAHISH . COUNCIL NEWS

A planning application has teen received from Mr., C.I. Pote for a
kitchen extension, which was approved.

1978 has arrived and aleng with it we still have to resolve the
protlem of improving our position in the Best Kept Village Competition.
Perhaps if we all take a yood long look at our own backyards (and
frontapes) some of us will be aware of something which reeds to be
disposed of, or tidied up. If you cobserve a litter bug dropping rubbish
in the village - feel free to reprimand him (or her!) Let's all try to
make 1978 THE year Reach lifted itself from bottom of the competition for
the TLest Kept Village.

Ea R b b R b b b

REACH CONSERVATIVE ASSCCIATION

COFFEE EVENING
Friday 24th February 1978 8 p.m.
Fring & .uy Stall at Del¥er House A1l Welccme

COMVITTEE MEETING Friday 10th Fet®uary 1978 8 p.m. at Fitzroy Farm.
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MIKE AND BRENDA WARRINGTON

Welcome you to
DYKES END
A Fully Licensed Free House .
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DISTRICT COUNCIL NEWS

The beginning of another year, is perhaps a good time to take stock
of our surroundings, and see what we can do to improve them. I am very
sorry, and I know it is of great concern to your Parish Council, that the
village of Heach, which has such great potential, should occcupy a2 lowly
positicn in the 'Best Kept Village' competition,

B et et Bt et bt i bt S b
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The Parish Council has done much by way of grass-cutting, tree-planting,
werk in the burial ground, and on the droves to give the people of Reach =~
lead; the District Council too, can help in many ways. A telephone call to
the Environmental Health Dept. at Ely (3311), is all that is needed, and =
lorry will be available to remove unwanted heavy, household rubbish, The
Housing Services Dept. hopes that the paintwork at Ditchfields Estate, which
should have been renewed in 1977, will be done early in the 1978 season.

A face-1lift here would do much to improve this approach to the village.
In the meantime the Department will do what it can to have derelict cars
removed from Ccuncil gardens.

Mr. Eastwood and Mr., Lorimer of the Flanning Dept. are available to give
advice to people who wish te improve their property; it is one of the tasks
of the Planning Dept. to help improve and enhance the environment in which
we live - withir. the limits of its resources. Its job is made much easier
in these difficult times, if like-minded people of goodwill, who care about
their surroundings, join together and work to this end. Improvements take
time; they do not happen overnight, though it is wonderful what a few
evenings working togeth:r will achieve.’

A splendid example has been fgiven to Reach by the transformation,
over the past few years, of the old school into a marvellous Community
Centre, by the efforts of a comparatively small group of people. The
District Council made a grant to this work, and it will contimue to give
help and advice tc Reach wherever it can,

lMaregaret Cook
(‘nistrict Counciller)
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FROI THE VICAR

329 years ago this evening (29 Jan) William Juxon, the Bishop of
London, was ministering to Charles I on the eve nf his execution., The
King himself, I believe, loved him, and the affection was certainly
returned. A man's last hours are precious, not to be spent, if possible,
with focls and chatterers, and Juxon was much in Charles' company after his
final sentence., Indeed, it must surely have been this sense of Charles’
trust and affection which enabled Juxon to counsel and encourage his ¥ing in
terms which verged on scmething like banter, like a coach urging an athlcte
to a last supreme effort. 'There is one stage more', he said, as Charles
ended his brief word on the scaffcld; 'the stage is turbulent and trouble-
some, It is a short one, but you may consider it will sonn carry you @ vary
freat way. It will earry you from zarth to heaven, and there you will find
a great deal of ccrdial joy and comfort'. And so, in a moment, he died,

Well, why all this? The reeson, if it can be Adignified by such a word,
is rather obscure and personzl., It has something to do with a curious h=hif
.I have gradually formed of regarding thc early months of the year.as
equivalent to the early stages of a long climb, especially on a bicyele,
formed, I fancy, in the days when I had 2 large parish, a bicycle as the
only means of transport, and the worst of the work fell in these dark cerly
months, Even now, it still seems as if one climbs steeply up to Easter,
levels out a little towards Pentecost, reaches a high plateau at Trinity-
tide, and then begins to free-wheel down to Advent.

Childish, I admit, though I suspect I am not alone in having a jrivaote
mental picture of time-cycles, like the Victorian boy I read of recently, wn-
had a special love of Monday because it was further removed from Suniay then
any other day of the week.

But of course the real flaw lies in the basic attitude, especiallﬁ to
these early months, in the unspoken assumption that they are essentially
something to be got through and out. of the way, so that we can really be ~r
to live later on, when the year is in its stride, and so to say, -out of
bottom gear. It presupposes that moments are sigmificant only when we
choose to attend to them. - .

But the biblical attitude to time is quite different. Any moment may
"become significant through the action of providence upon it. And when I say
providence, I mean the minutely ordered purpose of God in bringing each of
us to a state of wholeness, toc a condition of maturity through knowledzc
himself., 'Every moment', Herbert Butterfield used to say, 'is equidistant
from eternity', because any and every moment, even a moment cn a dark......

~
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FROL. THE VICAR contd.....

inconsequential day like the 29th of Jamuary, may be the moment when tim.
ceases to be a proeession of one indifferent thing after another, ard ir
suddznly charged with absolute significance, when to refuse the proffers’
invitation is to be left decisively if not permanently disabled, if nt
crippled, '

Job in his misery prayed that the day of his birth might be blott:d
from the calsndar. The Psalmist, in Ps.3l, said, with profound trust,
'My time is in my hand'. 'Any time', Jesus said, 'is right for you'.

Ea k& a2 S R S

Loose Stones

We have reczived the follewing observations frem Mr. Arthur
Whittingham, an archaeologist of Norwich, on the subject of the metecritc
reported to have fallen near the village on 16 May 1646, He writes as
follows:

Having copied out and considered the entry in the East Anglian N-tes
and Queries Vol. 6 (1895/6) p.362, there are several prcbabilities that con
be deduced. As Jonathan Jephcote mentions,

1. 'no thunder ~r rain'. The sky was prchably overcast, without
sunshine, and as the second oblong light vanished when the first erupted,
the second may well have been a reflecticon by a cloud of the primary lisht,

2. 43 he felt the spectacle was a menace to the village, he protahly
stayed indocrs or locked out of an open door.

_ 3. From the Vicarage (thoush since enlarged and modified), he would
have a clear view North-West to the Fen, whercas the opposite view is
obstructed by houses and the hill; and had there been a crater on hard
ground damaging crops he would surely bhave mentioned it.

4. As he could see the Pyramid above, and four 'stout legs or noles'
below, he was probably looking up at about 30 desrees (more likely 20
degrees). ‘The four legs appear to indicate that the mass of the Metecr
split into four pieces. '

5. Picked up by the whirlwind, the 2 (surface?) stcnes that sparke?
of f the lishtning misht have been of 2ft. diameter to be visible from 1 mil
away. )

6. The cloud c¢f steam rising from the ground, but dispersing before
reaching the smoke-cloud, implies wet Fenland rather than hard soil.

7. The-scattersd 'small specks' (Guttae, not rain) falling for 1 heur
are likely-tc have been peat fragments, not hot encugh to set fire to any-
thing (not Meteor), probably reached the Vicarage Garden.

Contd., ovVer...«s
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B. One feels that the most likely site for the Meteorite to hive
fallen in, is the near part of the Fen (ncw meadows) between Reach 1Vill,
and Bulbeck Lode, raising scme of the subsoil.

9. Would it be possible to locate such disturbance, either in
Prof. J.K. St Joseph's Air Photcsraphs at Cambridege, and the absence (>r
presence) of suitable eratering in other parts of the parish; or
alternatively, by other scientific methods?

I e YN e P
o FROM THE CHURCHES
ST, MARY'S & REACH - Worship in February

2 The FURIFICATION
7.30 p.m. Hcly Communion (St. Mary's)

5 QUINQUAGESINA
8,00 a.m. Holy Communion (Reach)
9.30 a.m, Matins and Eucharist (St. Mary' s)
6.30 p.m. Evensong (Reach)

8 ASH WEDNESDAY
7.30 p.m. Holy Commnion (St. Mary's)

12, 19, 26; LENT I, II, & III.
9.30 a,m. Parish Communion Est. Mary's)
11.00 a.m. Family Comrmnion (Reach)
6.30 p.m. Evensong (St. Mary's)

24 ST MATTHIAS, Ap.
7.00 a.m. Holy Commnion ( St. Mary's)

LRt Rt &

FRIENDS OF THE SCHOOL

The Friends of the Schonl are organising a St. Valentine's Dance on
Saturday February 11th from 8.00 p.m. - 11.30 p.m.
Tickets are available at £1.50 each,
There will be live music and 'Barber Shop' type entertainers.

Flease support us. B

THE STAINE HUNDRED
The next meeting of the Staine Hundred - the local history society -
will be on Wednesday, 8th February, when Dr, Roads, of the Imperial War
Miseum, will talk about 'Duxford Airfield and Maseum, its history and its
future'. The meeting will be held in the Reference Library at Bottishanm
Village College, at 8.00 p.m.

H e He IR
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x "LEISURETIME" ¥
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X WIN & WILF SHORROCKS CAMBRIDGE 812075 ;
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SHIRE HALL TITBITS

I have been contacted on numerous occasions during this winter by
people seeking help towards restoration of electricity supplies, and
although the County Council is not responsible for this part of public
services, I have been very worried about the effect on local people of the
large numbher of power cuts we have all suffered,

In correspondence with Mr. J.W, Hughes, the District Engineer of
Eastern Electricity, and conversation with Mr., J.V. Slack, the Cambridge
District Manager, I have ascertained the obvious - that in a rural area
mairuy supplied by overhead lines we are more vulnerable than an urban
locality, and indeed, I am told that an average of four or five cuts per
year might be ex) :cted due to action of wind, snow, falling trees,
lightning, etc. I suppose we must live with this as a penalty for the
pleasures of rural life!

However, it is admitted by the Board that some electrical equipment
is ohtsclete, and T believe it would be helpful if we put pressure on
Eastern Electricity to speed up their modernisation and improvement
programme, TFerhaps residents of lleach would help by writing in a
constructive fashion to Eastern Electricity, Milton Hall, Milton, Cambridse,
Having implied criticism of the Board, I must pay tribute to their massive
effort following the crisis of Jamuary 11th/12th when, I understand, they
brought in masses of human and technical help from as far away as
Lincolnshire, Buckinghamshire, Oxfordshire and Birmingham. East Angli=z
took a pounding, but we :ventually survived, thank God,

Geoffrey WOoliard,
County Councillor.

o e
OUT OF REACH - Further copies are available from the Post Office - 5p each.
Send them to your friends - let other people read the news Qut of Reach!
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THE FARMING LIFE IN REACH HALF A CENTURY AGO
PART II. FARMING METHCDS.

Arable crops.grown in the 1920-30 period were mainly wheat for flour
and barley, oats, beans and mangels for cattle and pig food. Sugar beet
was first grown here in the early 1920s but did not develop into a main
crop until the later part of that decade. Potatoes were grown for domestic
use only until World War II.

The land was ploughed during Autumn and Winter with single furrow
horse drawn ploughs. Farmyard manure was carted out to the fields and four
tine forks then used to drop it off in heaps and subsequently spread it.

For sowing grain, horse drawn drills were used. Beans were sometimes
sown then ploughed in. Mangels and later sugar beet, were planted out in
thick rows and thinned nut or 'singled' later.

Corn harvesting began in August. Up until the early 1920s, hand
scything and tying of corn was evident. There were also the horse drawn
reapers which had been emplnyed since the previous century; after reaping,
the sheaves were either hand tied or the corn was carted loose. Frem the
early 1900s the horse drawn reaper was combined with a binder; the tied
sheaves were then stooked in groups and left to dry in the fields before
carting to the stacks. The corn remained in the stacks until the Autumn
threshing started.

Mustard was grown here as a minnf crop and that too could be seen hand
scythed until the late 1930s. '

Some bean crops were still hand flailed in the 1920s. It was usually
a commnal task and the flail was constructed of two strips of wood hinged
together by a tough, pliable fibre, popularly e®lskin.

From tefore 1900 until about 1940 steam threshing machines from
contractors circulated the area. Early on they were horse drawn but later
had traction enginge., The grain was threshed in a drum and poured out into
2-2% cwt. sacks, hung on the drum. The straw dropped into pitchers and was
stacked manmually. Wheat for domestic use and cereals for cattle feed were
taken to the mills at Swaffham Prior and Burwell for grinding until the
early 1940s. Bulk wheat was sold to merchants as today (cereals for live-
stock are these days usually ground on the farms).

Hay was cut using a horse drawn grass cutter and then raked up into
heaps which were left on the land to dry and then stacked; in neither case

was it baled. ~ contd. OVereeseoess
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Flyme Dealer MANCHETTS ( FURWAZLL ) LTD.  Jet Petrol
M.0.T. Approved Testing Station
New and Used Cars Supplied All Spares & Accessories

MOTOR AND AGRICULTURAL ENGINEERS

Ness Hrad Garage, Burwell. Tel: Newmarkest 741228
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Sugar beet was harvested with a two horse sugar beet lifter but
topping and stacking were again manual tasks. The factory at Ely which
still serves this area was set up in the early 1920s.

Harvest time brought whele families onto the land. Boys were
frequently emplnyed to lead the horses during loading and stacking
operations. The women would take feod out to their menfolk in the field
or provide them with 'deckey bags' and, if they were working late, take out
'fourses'. Women also helped with the lighter harvest tasks such as tying
of sheaves and stooking; they must have werked with bcundless energy in
thos: days - I wonder whether any of their household tasks were ever
undertaken by the men!

'Gleaning' was a tradidional harvest time eéonomy. Once the stooks
had been cleared from a field and no sheaf remained, villagers were allrwc!’
to go over the ficld and cnllect the fallen grain. This could amount to
a substantial saving in the purchase of flour or chicken and pig food. Of
course, there was the nccasional mean farmer who left a sheaf on the fiol!
and so prohibited gleaning but I doubt very much that to do so would heve
been in his nwn best interests in the long run)

There were some other tasks during the year which involved the wemen
such as singling and hoeing.

The nearest veterinary surgecn, until the middle 1930s, was at
Swaffham Prior - a Mr. Muldhouse. Since his retirement vets from Sclam s
Cambridge have been called upcn by Reach farmers.

Livestock kept on the farms was mainly the working horses, pigs, cows
and chickens. All thege would have heen bred, either for replacement or
for sale. Rach farm provided a certain number of families with milk. 7¢ =,
bulleocks, young pigs and fattened cocks were sold outside the village,
usually in the nearby markets. There were in addition some turkeys ari

geese kept, either by the farmers or byrihe.villagprs in their own gardcns

Wiorking families invariably keptﬁtheir own vegetabie gardens, chickens
and a pig. .

Mechanisation spread through the area during the 1930s8. The first loca
farmer to own a tractor was Mr. G. Webb, the largest landowner hsre. (ver
the years the tractor supplanted the horse and, as a consequence cf the
change in farming methods, the requirement for farm hands fell off. Iy th:
end of the second World War the tractor was part of the Fenland scene ard
many' of the men wsre looking elsewhere for empleyment.
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TABLE TENNIS CLUD

Sinee the last report the team have continued to do very well in the
Ely and District League. We beat Soham VI 7-3 just before Christmas, mein?-
due to Peter Iridgeman and James Robinson gaining maximum points from thiio
singles matches, (Pity I made a misteke and forgot to turn up!)

This was followed.up by an away victory against Mepal II (J. Rotins
3 wins). We have now played 5 games without defeat since October 3lzt.

ELY LEAGUE
Division 3

Pl W L D For Ag Points
Lakenheath USAF € 6 0 0 47 13 12
Mepzl I Q 5 2 2 48 42 12
REACH 8 4 2 2 45 35 10
Soham Faptists 8 3 2 3 42 386 8
Mepal II 8 3 1 4 40 40 7
Centre E T 3 0 4 © 30 40 6
Soham VI 6 2 1 3 31 29 5
Deck Row 6 1 2 3 26 34 4
Cottenham II 5 1 0 4 13 3 2

Colin Fletcher,
B e

RECIFE - ¥almut Toffee

4 oz. butter 1 1t. sugar (demerara)
3 oz. chopped walnuts 1 1b. golden syrup

Loil butter, sugar and syrup together for 15 mins.

Add walnuts.

As soon as toffee will set (test by dropping a teagpoonful into
cold water) pour into a greased tin and leave to cocl.

Jovce Harrison.,
B
SCOCIETIES, CLUBS, ASSCCIATIONS- FREE ADVERTISING SFACE -
For all your functions RING 741150.

"SMALL ADS." - LUY AND SELL THROUGH "OUT OF REZCH" - ANY ADVERT ACCEFTED
10p PER MONTH FREFAID - RING 741150
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% Class and China JO_ANN IUDLEY Silver & Trass %
§ ANTIQUE AND VICTORIAN FURNITUHE ¥
¥ Upholstery Specialists, Houses cleared, X
X Cabinet Meking, Antique Restorations of all kinds X
% Meadow House, Newmarket 741989 %
X swaffham Frior. (Shop) Newmarket 742004 X
X %
X
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X JOHN READ X RON_MORRIS X
X Landscape Gardener % Fernleigh, Reach. §
X Handyman Service = Makes Individual Fieces of X
X Estimates fiven free % Furniture. Specialising in b
X 10 swaffham Rd., Reach X Copies of Carved Period X
X Tel:s 742140 after 6 p.m, X Fieces, Restoration work. X
X X Commissions taken in oils. X
: 4 :

ﬁd_xmmxxnom j9 8808000800808 0880080000008000008000800008080000084

§
|
:
%
%
%

i, PIGGOTT
White Roses, Reach
Tel: Newmarket 741428

FAST WATCH REPATR SEKVICE
QUALITY CLOCKS RETAIRED
ALSC EAL TTIERCING Y AFFDINTMENT
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HOUSES, COMFLETELY CLEARED: ANTIQUES DBOUGHT 2
X (inc. all deceased's effects) _ X
¥ Good prices paid MAKY HUNKIN, 741569 21 North St.Turwell b
X Sets of 4,6,8 chairs Bureaus X
¥ Corner curboards Chests of Drawers X
§ A1l types of clocks Victoriana X
¥ Tine dressers Copper wash-house boilers X
¥ China, brass, silver X
P0.0.00500508000.06050000060000000000000000000000000600000008008000004
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